
 

 

Letter From the Commadore 
 

I can’t believe another month has gone by. I 

think we are finally out of the rainy season 

and can start enjoying the beautiful spring 

days of the Monterey Peninsula. 

It has been a wonderful month of activities 

for us. The warmup races have started for 

the racing season and a fantastic art  

afternoon and St. Patrick’s dinner. 

It has also been a month of change as we 

are bidding farewell to two long term  

members. Kelly Morgan, a previous  

Commodore who passed away and John Dunn 

who is moving away for new adventures. They both have been stalwart 

supporters of our club and will be missed. 

On the horizon for this month is the continuation of our club spring 

cleaning. On the 13th we will be having our next work party with a  

focus on painting the entryway and a clean-up and reorganization of 

the kitchen (My grandmother, Mary C. would be so proud – she was a 

great believer in spring cleaning). 

Another important date for your calendar is our semi annual general 

membership meeting on the 19th of April. This is your opportunity to 

hear reports from our various committee chairs and share your ideas. 

Please mark your calendars. 

As usual, I have so many people to thank for keeping the club thriving 

and a fun place to be, but this month, a special shout out to Hillary for 

filling in for me at the Board meeting. 

 

- Rita 

 

 Miche’s birthday party Conga 

line dances around the patio and 

into the club. There’s lots more to 

celebrate in April at the Elkhorn 

Yacht Club. 

Dancing the Night Away 

Rita Jacques 
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EYC Bulletin board 

Board Meeting Schedule 

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 11, 2024  

at 6:30pm in the EYC Dining Hall 

Word from Melissa,  

Club Manager 

 
Lockers in the Annex 

building are available for 

rent. Contact the office for 

more information. 

BBQ Pit Upgrade 

 
The barbeque pit has been 

getting renovated and 

updated. It will be ready to 

fire up for the Memorial Day 

Pig Roast. 

HELP WANTED! 

* April 13 Work Pary * 

 

Portions of the club will get a fresh 

coat of paint (please bring along any 

brushes, scrapers, etc. to use).  We 

are also planning a major cleaning/

organization of the EYC galley. 

Semi Annual General Membership Meeting 
 

Friday, April 19, 2024 

Dinner served at 6pm 

Meeting begins at 7pm 
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Elkhorn Yacht Club Sailing 

EYC racers came down to the club in fierce weather on Saturday, March 2 to get ready for 
the 2024 racing season.  Topics covered include standard race briefing format, latitude/
longitude conversions, handicap racing calculations, virtual race marks, recording finish 
times, signing waivers for the season, weather and navigation apps, and more.  Despite the 
weather, participants were promised a race and they got one!  Race officials conducted a 
heel-to-toe foot race from the starting line in the hearth room to a mark on the north end of 
the bar and back.  March 23, 2024 will be the Canyon Series race #1 (of five), come on 
down to the club at 11:00 and get onboard!  Check out our calendar at 
www.elkhornyachtclub.org/racing  

Landon prepares to round the mark on his way to a 2nd place 

finish.  

Mandy tacks upwind toward the first mark, demonstrating the 
technique that will carry her to victory!  

Performance Handicap Racing Fleet (PHRF) Warm Up “Race” (March 2) 

And they’re off!  After crossing the 

starting line, racers headed to the 

first mark.  

Racers jockey for postion prior to the start with Diana, Brian, and 
Cody on a starboard tack.  Lara provided wind direction, NNW. 

Andrew goes wing on wing downwind, 

maximizing his sail area.  

http://www.elkhornyachtclub.org/racing
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Elkhorn Yacht Club Sailing 

Elkhorn Yacht Club Race Committee receives US Sailing training and has fun doing it!  
A Basic Race Management Seminar by US Sailing was held at Monterey Peninsula 
Yacht Club on March 9.  Three of EYC’s members attended the 8 hour session on a 
beautiful Saturday.  We covered The Racing Rules of Sailing, how to set up starting 
and finishing lines and the responsibilities and ideal composition of a full Race  
Committee team.  A Final Exam was involved and we are now official as far as US 
Sailing is concerned!  If anyone is interested in becoming a Race Committee member 
at EYC, grab Dan, Lara or Jim and they would be happy to get you involved.  The  
Otter Cup on April 27 is our first big race of the season, including racers from Santa 
Cruz and Monterey.  We need finish line spotters, time recorders and kitchen 
help.  Fun on the water and at EYC!  

Jim and Lara sailed Northern Light to Monterey 

the day before the Race Clinic. 

EYC’s Race Committee debriefs at 
Dustbowl in Monterey.  

US Sailing training  (March 9) 

Basic Race Management 

seminar at MPYC. 

Canyon Series Race #1 (March 23) 

Boats Brave Blustery Bobbing Before Blasting Buoy-bound(*)  
 
Six EYC boats took on rain, 16 foot swells, gusty winds, and even a waterspout 
(spotted up near Santa Cruz earlier in the day) to race in Canyon Series #1 on  
Saturday, March 23

rd
.  Boats crossed paths sailing to/from the ML3 buoy twice before 

crossing the finish line between MLA and the Green Can which allowed for many 
great photo opportunities.  Our first official race of the season saw finishers (in order, 
from 1

st
 place):  Solace, Northern Light, Mariko, Aqua Knot, Un Bel Di, and  

Cutlass.   April 20, 2024 will be the Canyon Series race #2 (of five), come on down to 
the club at 11:00 and get onboard!   
 
Check out our calendar at www.elkhornyachtclub.org/racing 
 
*I am so sorry for that headline…(Dan G.)++ 
++ I’m not sorry. 
Submitted by Dan Garrett 

http://www.elkhornyachtclub.org/racing
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Elkhorn Yacht Club Sailing 

Canyon Series Race #1 (cont’d) 

 

Principal Race Officer (PRO) Lara Jacques, fresh from a Race 

Management class earlier in the month, briefs the skippers and 

crewmembers.  

A smiling Brian A. helms the Solace to 

victory in the first Canyon Series race.  

Exhilarated racers debrief in the bar. 
Chris B. and Greg N. enjoy post-race 

refreshments on the patio. .  
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Elkhorn Yacht Club Sailing 

Canyon Series Race #1 (cont’d) 

Above: Cutlass (Skipper Diana G.) shows off her clean bottom (thanks to Vinny’s Dive Service). 

Below: Mariko (Skipper Kieth C.)  Photo credit: Landon Wivell. 
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Recent Events 

Circumnavigation Dinner (March 2) 

Members were treated to tastes from around the world for the annual EYC  

Circumnavigation Dinner. Once again, hosted by Shar, the event proved to be a huge 

success. Members used their passports to sample small bites from 7 different  

countries.  Thanks to those who prepared and served meals. 
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Recent Events 

Circumnavigation Dinner (Cont’d) 

It’s a very fulfilling night! 
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Recent Events 

Joy Ride Cruise-Out up the Slough on El Cat (March 3) 

About 2 dozen EYC members boarded “El Cat,” the electric catamaran operated by Monterey Bay 

EcoTours, for an afternoon excursion up the slough.  Brad and Wendy Wuerstle facilitated the event 

by providing the El Cat and crew and no cost to the club.  EYC passengers brought and shared  

provisions throughout the 90 minute voyage. 
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Recent Events 

Joy Ride Cruise-Out up the Slough on El Cat (Cont’d) 

Much thanks to Brad and his El Cat crew for making this possible. 
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Recent Events 

Joy Ride Cruise-Out up the Slough on El Cat (Cont’d) 
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Recent Events 

Picasso Paint party (March 10) 

EYC members picked up paint brushes for some self-portraits… Picasso style!  

Rosemary Black and Sylvia Wanderaas organized the event.  Members sipped on 

wine, nibbled on treats, then took home the best selfie ever! 
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Recent Events 

Picasso Paint party (Cont’d) 
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Recent Events 

St. Patrick’s Dinner Party (March 16) 

 

Tiffany and Peter hosted this year’s St. Patrick’s Day dinner. Sheppard’s pie and soda bread was 

served for dinner. Meanwhile, plenty of Guinness and Jameson’s quenches the thirsty members. 

A special thanks to “Flight Crew” for providing the festive music for the evening. 
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Recent Events 

St. Patrick’s Dinner Party (Cont’d) 
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Recent Events 

John Dunn Night  (March 22) 

The Elkhorn Yacht Club family got together on a Friday night to 

celebrate one our favorite members.  John “JD” Dunn is  

packing up his van and heading on an adventure.  It’s not a 

permanent goodbye, but he will be gone at least through the 

summer months.  Much thanks to our club manager, Melissa, 

for serving up some spectacular shrimp gumbo!  Thanks, JD, 

for all your contributions around the club over the years.  We’ll 

see you soon! 
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Recent Events 

Easter Egg Hunt & Brunch (March 31) 
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EYC Sightings & Spottings 

Springtime at the Yacht Club 

Spring time brings some spectacular days in Moss Landing. And that’s a 

perfect excuse to get out and do some “boat stuff” or just enjoy the  

outdoors. 
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EYC Sightings & Spottings 

Busy Days & Nights 

CAPTION THESE PHOTOS! 

There’s no off-season for darts at the 

Elkhorn Yacht Club. 

Family & friends celebrate Jim Brady’s 

birthday at Crown & Anchor in Monterey.  

Arron and Diana practice their knotting 

skills on a rainy weekend. 

Email your caption for photo 1 to: 

leerail@elkhornyachtclub.org 

Email your caption for photo 2 to 

leerail@elkhornyachtclub.org 

 

 

The Lee Rail staff needs 

your help captioning these 

photos of Brian checking 

out his bar tab.  Send in 

your clever and humorous 

remarks by April 25, 2024.  

We’ll share your  

submissions in the next 

edition of the Lee Rail! 

mailto:leerail@elkhornyachtclub.org?subject=Brian%20photo%20caption%20%231
mailto:leerail@elkhornyachtclub.org?subject=Brian%20photo%20caption%20%232
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Around the Club 

Coming Events 
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Around the Club 

Coming Events 
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Around the Club 

Coming Events 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS & STAFF 

Board of Directors  Committee Chairs Committee Chairs  

Commodore Rita Jacques Port Captain  Brian Ackerman Property Maintenance  Dan Piro 

Vice Commodore Hillary Thomas Fleet Captain Diana Garrett  Club Safety  Gary Skillet  

Rear Commodore Dan Garrett Bar Manager   Toni Scarborough Race Co-Director  Dan Garrett 

Treasurer Stacy Hughes Bylaws  Stan Jacques Race Co-Director  Lara Jacques 

Secretary Toni Scarborough Cruising Director Keith Chastain Social  Lori Robinson 

Director Shane Dowling Workshop  Jim Brady Work Party  TBA 

Director Andrew Listl Garden  Sheri Bugalski Webmaster    Di Tarhalla 

Director Sheri Bugalski HR   Dan Garrett   

Director Hans Thomas IT Shane Dowling                      

Director Jim Brady Lee Rail Editor  David Robinson STAFF  

Director Brad Wuerstle Long Range Planning  Stan Jacques Bartender Anna Harris 

  Membership  Katie Dowling Bartender Richard Levine 

  PICYA Representative Lara Jacques Bartender Guenter Hartman 

  PICYA Representative Dan Garrett Bartender Sarah Gray 

  Property Frank Lewis   
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Elkhorn Yach Club Officers 

Board, Committee, & Staff Members 

This is a monthly publication of the  

Elkhorn Yacht Club 

2370 Highway 1  

Moss Landing, CA 95039 

(831) 724-3875 

ElkhornYachtClub.org 

 

All content ©2024 Elkhorn Yacht 

Club unless otherwise noted. All 

rights reserved. 

Submissions are encouraged and 

will be considered for publication 

as time and space permit. 

Submission deadline is the 25th 

of each month.  

 

Email submissions to: 

LeeRail@ElkhornYachtClub.org 

or send by U.S. Post to the 

address shown above. 

 
Last call 

https://www.elkhornyc.org
mailto:LeeRail@ElkhornYachtClub.org
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