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The Holiday Lighted Boat Parade and gift exchange on the
patio was a lot of fun. Brian, our Port Captain, ensured safety
for our skippers and crews by taking out the dingy to light up
the entrance to the North Harbor

UPCOMING EVENTS
Board Meeting– January 9th-10am
 Warm Up Race #1– January 9th-10am
 Fun Sail Seminar 101-January 23rd
 The Crew Overboard Clinic– February
20th
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Happy Birthday !

All articles for inclusion in THE LEE
RAIL are welcome and will be
considered for publication as time
and space permit.
Deadline for submissions is the 25th
of each month.
Submit articles, pictures, etc. via
email by sending them to
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ELKHORN YACHT CLUB
2370 Highway 1
Moss Landing, CA 95039
(831) 724-3875
Web site: elkhornyachtclub.org
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COMMODORE REPORT
Happy New Year EYC members. I wish you all
beautiful moments, treasured memories, and all
the blessing a heart can hold. I hope this year can
bring us a little bit of relief from the COVID-19
pandemic. I look forward to the day, hopefully
soon, that we can open the club back up again.
When we do get to open back up, we have
revised our social activities this year to only those
events that we can have while practicing safe,
social distance.
This year marks the 75th anniversary of Elkhorn
Yacht Club. We are hoping to have an event in
the summer months to celebrate. We are planning
several activities throughout the day. If anybody
would like to help with planning, please let me
know.
December 9th Melissa Sopata organized a EYC
work party. With 21 volunteers showing up to help
a lot was accomplished during the day, including:
* Fence Prep - Moved wood piles, removed signs, cleared fence line debris.
* PFD Shed by Bridge – Demo old shed, build new shed, outfit interior,
inspect and clean PFDs.
*Property Work – Finished gutter cleaning on annex building, pressure
sprayed walkway by club entrance.
*Whaler Project - Moved boat to storage unit.
*Garden – Weeded patio bed, trimmed back bed near front door.
Thank you, Melissa, for organizing and implementing the day. Thank you to all the
volunteers who showed up to help.
December ended with our Elkhorn Yacht Club lighted boat parade followed by our
annual gift exchange. Six boats joined in the parade down to the south harbor and
back. Special thank you to Brian Ackerman for following along and keeping us all
safe. The gift exchange was a great way to end the night. Members had fun picking
and stealing gifts, with alcohol and blankets being the top gifts that were stolen this
year. Thank you to all who came out and participated in the fun.
I am overwhelmed and extremely excited about all the members that have stepped
up for committee chairs, committees, and helping around the club. I am honored to
be the Commodore of such a great community.
Stay safe and healthy,
Toni Scarborough
Commodore
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VICE COMMODORE REPORT
Happy New Year 2021, EYC!
It is with the greatest sincerity that I wish us all a 2021 of
health, renewal, and a return to gathering with our friends
and loved ones (with great care and caution of course!).
With the new year comes the celebration of Robert (Robbie)
Burns on January 25th. Why do we celebrate Robbie Burns
Day? According to Timeanddate.com,
“Burns Night is annually celebrated in Scotland on or
around January 25. It commemorates the life of the
bard (poet) Robert Burns, who was born on January
25, 1759. The day also celebrates Burns' contribu
tion to Scottish culture. His best known work is
Auld Lang Syne.”
EYC Burns Night means sharing poetry and music of all
sorts for fun and giggles. We don’t know what our gathering ability will be at this time
but, in person or digitally, we’ll share our favorite verses, new and old, together. You
don’t have to read a poem or perform music to attend, just enjoy a wee dram with your
EYC friends and experience a truly memorable evening. January 25th is a Monday this
year, the actual celebration date TBA. Melissa Ackerman, Vice Commodore
“This is a new year. A new beginning. And things will change.” ―Taylor Swift
Translated version of Burns Lyrics

Original (according to this website) lyrics:
https://lyricstranslate.com

Good old times
Should old acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind?
Should old acquaintance be forgot,
and good old times?
[Chorus]
For old times since, my dear,
for good old times,
we'll drink a cup of kindness yet,
for good old times.

Auld lang syne
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind ?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and auld lang syne ?
[Chorus]
For auld lang syne, my jo,
for auld lang syne,
we’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.

And surely you’ll have your pint cup!
and surely I’ll have mine!
And we'll drink a cup o’ kindness yet,
for good old times.

And surely ye’ll be your pint-stowp!
and surely I’ll be mine!
And we’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.

(Chorus)
We two have run about the slopes,
and picked the daisies fine;
But we’ve wandered many a weary foot,
since good old times.

(Chorus)
We twa hae run about the braes,
and pu’d the gowans fine.
But we’ve wander’d mony a weary fit,
sin auld lang syne.

(Chorus)
We two have paddled in the stream,
from morning sun till dine;
But seas between us broad have roared
since good old times.
(Chorus)
And there’s a hand my trusty friend!
And give us a hand o’ thine!
And we’ll take a right good-will draught,
for good old times.

(Chorus)
We twa hae paidl’d i' the burn,
frae morning sun till dine;
But seas between us braid hae roar’d
sin auld lang syne.
(Chorus)
And there’s a hand, my trusty fiere !
and gie's a hand o’ thine !
And we’ll tak a right gude-willy waught,
for auld lang syne.

P age 5

J AN U AR Y 2021

Annex building facelift & New Fence
The annex building is getting a long
needed face lift. It is beginning to look
so fresh.
Bids went out and the project was given to our own club members, Bill
Schlegelmilch and Dan Piro.
A special thank you to Frank Lewis for
overseeing the project.

A new fence was put up around the property. Thank you Frank
for keeping an eye on the project.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Congratulations to our newest member!

Frances Henderson
Frances Henderson, Royal Oaks, CA, formerly from Watsonville
(30 years) and former EYC members (through my deceased husband, Robert Cassidy, aka Buffalo Bob).
I now live with Peter Bartczak, whom I will marry on 12/31/20!
We were not engaged at the time I applied for membership so none
of his information is on the application. Peter is an artist, originally
from New York, but has lived in SF and Santa Cruz for the last 40
years or so. We also live with my adult son, Martin Cassidy, who
will be 21 on 1/6/21. I have a friend staying with us temporarily as
well, Nancy Jane Sevitz-Porarch, who recently relocated from San
Diego.
I am a lawyer working for the Court in San Benito County and Peter is a painter (self employed: Clownbankstudio.com) We are both
amateur sailors and love people. Interests include, art, reading,
music and literature. We also love dogs.
I’m excited to joint the Club because I have had so many wonderful experiences and made so many lifelong friends there in the past
and look forward to doing this again. We’re looking forward to
meeting current members and will be in touch after we “tie the
knot” on New Year’s Eve!
Our romance is about the most ‘fun fact’ I can come up with: we
met when he was staying with good friends who were evacuated to
my house in August from the fires in the Santa Cruz Mountains.
We took a trip to San Francisco together and fell in love - like we
tripped over something right in front of us! Pretty unbelievable but
true and now we’re getting married: silver lining to Corvid, or
maybe just plain silver as we are not so young anymore either, but
either way a very happy ending to a problematic year! Joining the
EYC is icing on the cake!

We are currently looking for new members in the Membership Committee.
Please contact Frank Sanchez at seawake1@gmail.com to learn more.
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Around the Club
It Happened One Night
Submitted by Scott Richert

The EYC Lighted Boat Parade of 2020
Oh, what a night it was!
On a calm and starry evening 6 boats with one very appreciated guide cruised the lower harbor, lights a glowing and good feelings all around. Thanks to the organization of Captain
Brian the parade led off with Norm in Nickolina with Jay and Michelle, followed by Keith
and Sherry in Marika, Dale and Michael in Westwind, Mark and Sylvia in Kraken, Scott and
Colleen in Sea Dreamer with Frank and Linda, followed with Hans and Toni in LegaSea
with Katy and Shane. A healthy crowd on the patio deck cheered us out of the upper harbor.
The parade routing went off without a hitch and we were entertained by a massive dredge
working the main channel of the lower harbor. Though half of us had never operated in near
pitch dark, thanks to Brian’s directions we all returned up channel without significant difficulty. While one allegedly experienced skipper neglected to check the tide table before the
event and made a simple docking maneuver look very complicated and was rescued by two
very alert folks on dock ( thank you, Norm and Jay!) the evening was an unqualified success.
Using proper social dictates, good cheer was practiced both aboard and ashore. Our intrepid
bar manager even created a new drink sensation for the occasion, blending hot chocolate
with cold chardonnay. Only at the EYC!
So let’s make this an annual tradition. There are several more boats that can avail themselves next year, come join the fun. Maybe even a prize or two for outstanding participation.
Looking
forward to it.
Scott
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SAILING/RACING

Submitted by Peggy Carroll, Race Director

I am looking forward to 2021 and want to start it with each of us “resolving” to make a
point of taking someone sailing (or kayaking...or cruising...oh, just get out on the water)
for their first time!
With great optimism for a return to “normalcy” we have an exciting year of sailing
planned and it starts this month.

[Okay, the realist in me better start with a few disclaimers so to speak. First, due to the ever-changing
COVID-19 rules please make sure we have a current e-mail address. To start the year we are most likely
still going to be doing much of our communication through electronic means. I will always attempt to get
things posted on the club notice board but for now the most up to date info it is going to be electronic. Secondly, please check out the EYC website. Right on the homepage there is a link to the “always the most
accurate” Race/Sailing schedule - it’s color coded and everything! Under “On the Water” are the new
Courses for the races and Fun Sails (some of you may notice ML4 is not used...sadly ML4 went “missing”
last year and there is no indication that it will be replaced). The “RESOURCES” is still being put together
but there are some information links there and soon there will be links for weather around the bay as well
as some links to local webcams. Thirdly, please be aware that Health Department directives and guidelines
will be in effect/noted in sailing and workshop instructions.]

PHRF Warm-up race on Saturday the 16th - This will be a great opportunity to test out
any new gadgets you might have gotten in addition to double checking your gear. If you
have never “raced” before this would be a great time to come out and give it a try or just
see what it is about. The skippers are great about taking “newbies” out and showing them
the ropes. I can’t remember a time when we couldn’t accommodate anybody who wanted
to join in the fun. The Skipper’s meeting will be at 10:00 am on the back
deck...masks...distancing...coffee...donuts...
Fun Sail Seminar on Saturday the 23rd - Never sailed? New to racing? Want to review
skills? This is the place to start! If allowed by Health Department guidelines we will be
holding two sessions limited to 10 people at each session (if not allowed we will attempt
a single zoom session). Keep an eye on your inbox for information/sign-ups!
SAFETY FIRST....ALL MEMBERS PLEASE SAVE THE DATE...FEBRUARY
20TH
9:30 am - 12:30 am
Crew Overboard Clinic - no matter what kind of boat you have, or if you just hang out
around the water, you should plan on joining us for this clinic. Information and skills that
need to be “practiced” every year!
In 1858, Samuel Lover in his collection “Songs and Ballads” wrote: “There is a beautiful
saying amongst the Irish peasantry to inspire hope under adverse circumstances:‘Remember,’ they say, ‘that the darkest hour of all is the hour before day.’ “
To our new day....
Peggy
racedirector@elkhornyachtclub.org
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WORK PARTY December 5th
A lot of good work was accomplished including Fence prep, replacing shed,
gutter cleaning on annex building, pressure spray walkway to the club entrance, Whaler boat moved to storage unit. Weeded patio bed, trimmed back
the bed near the front door. Thanks to the 21 volunteers!
Brian Ackerman
Frank Lewis
Frank Tarantino
Jay Rasmussen
Jacob Svajova
Keith Chastain

Landon Wivell
Mark Koitmaa
Norm Davidson
Shane Dowling
John Dunn

Dale Jerred
Frank Sanchez
Hillary Thomas
Daniel Williams
John Witchmann

Lara Jacques
Melissa Sopata
Peggy Carroll
Eliska Svajdova
Connie Williams
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Photos from the Holiday gift exchange and
the Lighted Boat Parade
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CASA’S GIFT OF GIVING
Thank you to all of the EYC members who donated items to CASA’s Gift of Giving which
helped local children in foster care give gifts to those who are important in their lives.
Thanks to all your efforts we were able to provide over 30 gifts to the event. While most
people donated anonymously, I do know that the following people contributed:
.Jay and Michelle,
Sue and Brian,
Febe and Olin,
Susan and Manuel
Again, thank you for helping make the holidays extra special for the kids who participated.
My CASA child was one of them and she had such a great time choosing gifts for her loved
ones.
Wishing all of you a very happy new year!
Shar

Reminder
EYC parking decals are required on
vehicles parked on Club property. If
you need a decal stop by the office.
2021 Membership Cards
2021 membership cards are now
available. If you would like a card
printed contact Melissa Kelly at
eyc@elkhornyachtclub.org

Melissa’s Office Hours
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Lega Sea

Wednesday-Saturday
12-5 pm

Photo by Michelle Gentry

FOR RENTUnit B –100 sq ft.—$180
Reminder: To be able to rent an office or locker. You must be on the waitlist. To be on the
waitlist you need to submit a written request.
Request can be emailed to Melissa Kelly at eyc@elkhornyachtclub or submitted to the office.
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Whisper Charters, Inc.
Elegant, Eco-Friendly Tours of
the
Elkhorn Slough
Joonya Lopez
831.207.6305
www.whispercharters.com
alwaysaloa@whispercharters.com

As a benefit to EYC membership,
the Whole Enchilada offers a 25% discount
to members on Friday nights.
Please show your membership card to your server.
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Returning from the parade in a beautiful sunset
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